
Speech and Debate Team Application 
 

 

The Mountain Brook Speech and Debate team includes students from grades 7 - 12. The team meets 

every day at both schools, and to be on the team, you must also be in one of those classes. The course 

grade is comprised of team expectations, such as tournament hosting and community involvement; 

tournament expectations, such as presentation, attendance, and performance; tournament preparation, 

which mandates student attendance at weekly after-school practices, research, case writing, and goal 

setting. 

 

There is arguably no other event or activity that you could participate in that offers more benefits to one’s 

future than competitive speaking and debate events. Studies have shown that both colleges and 

scholarship donors are more impressed by speakers, performers, and debaters than any other student. In 

addition, forensics programs teach character, research skills, leadership skills, confidence, and tolerance, 

among other positive benefits that will last far beyond high school and college. In addition, the team 

becomes more like a family, giving our students a place to belong where their peers will hold them 

accountable for their actions. 

 
The application is due March 1st. 
 

Please use your own paper to answer the following questions, but be sure to include your name, your 

parent’s email address, and a phone number to contact you / your family: 

 

1. Why do you want to join the Mountain Brook Speech and Debate Team? 

2. What experience do you have performing (experience isn’t required, but it can help)? 

3. Given the choice: would you read an actual newspaper, watch the news on TV, or receive 

news updates on a digital device? If you do one or more than one, please tell me which you 

prefer, and why. 

4. While speech and debate can be an individual competition, we do function as a team.  Please 

tell me strategies you use to get along with others, even when you don’t see eye to eye.   

5. What do you feel should be changed in our world, for the better, and how could you 

personally effect positive change? 

6. How do you learn best? 

7. How do you manage extra-curricular, along with family and school commitments?  

8. Pick a side, and write a short response to the following resolution - be sure to state whether 

you agree or disagree: 

Resolved: United States public k-12 schools should maximize learning during the day 

and cease daily homework assignments. 

 
If you have questions or would like to know ways you can improve your skills over the summer, please 

email Coach Wood-Weas at woodwease@mtnbrook.k12.al.us. 
 
 
 
 


